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of factions and fueds. We have now got to re-establish
order, peace and authority in the village by means of the
panchayat.
If necessary the Panchayat Act must be altered until it
suits village conditions, but if ever we want to see a happy
countryside, at all costs and with whatever trials and
experiments that may be necessary, Village Councils must
be established. And they must not be left to the tender
mercies of overworked officials in their spare time nor must
they be left to look after themselves but they must be
properly supervised by a very carefully selected and
thoroughly trained staff appointed for this purpose and
this purpose only.
2. The co-operative society. The second kind of
council is the co-operative society. This is also governed
by law, the Co-operative Societies Act. Co-operative
societies can be organized to provide every kind of service
and meet ever)- need. They are dealt with in Chapter XII.
They have a paying membership and are a close society.
Until every villager joins it, therefore, the society cannot
speak or act for the whole village or organize services for
the whole village. Moreover, although they have a law
which sees to their proper organization, audit, inspection
and supervision, they have no law like the Panchayat Act
to enable them to administer a village. If all the villagers
were members, their committee could perhaps be gazetted
as a panchayat, but in actual practice their functions are
rather different, and each society is organized to do one
particular work, such as credit, or cattle improvement. At
the same time the presence of a respected and representative
body of men like the committee of a good co-operative
society is invaluable in any village, and until a good
panchayat can be developed the co-operative society will

